
Final Exam Review 
World Literature – Mr. Philen 

Exam Date: Tuesday June 5, 2012  
 

Your Final exam will consist of 3 parts. Please follow all instructions!  
 
I. Analytical Essay (20 points): This is your last formal writing assignment. As we are wrapping up our 
unit on short stories, you will analyze two short stories in a well-organized essay on Adichie’s “Cell One” 
and Doerr’s “The Shell Collector.” Both stories are written in 3rd person. In “Cell One” the narrator is 
close to the protagonist (as his sister), while in “The Shell Collector” the narrator is almost all-knowing. 
The narrator writes this story from afar, revealing the story to the reader. You may analyze any aspect of 
these stories that you would like. Perhaps you consider themes. What is essentially learned by the 
reader in these stories? Perhaps you consider how the writer develops plot and characters throughout 
the stories.  
 
You must refer to the stories at least 3 times – meaning you must have at least 3 in-text citations in your 
essay. Since you will only be using the two short stories to quote, you do not need a works cited page. 
However, please include the author name and page number when you quote the stories. For example: 
 
The narrator clearly does trust her brother Nnamabia any longer: “It would have been so easy for him, 
my charming brother, to make a sleek drama of his story, but he did not,” (Adichie, pg. 21).  
 
Please use these websites as references for help: 
 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/2/   
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/03/  
 
Your paper must be at least 1,000 words in length. Your paper must be written with Times New Roman 
font, 12 font size. Please single space your paper. Please use the following heading: 
 
Name 
Date 
World Literature 
Final Exam Essay 
Word Count:  
 
This paper will be assessed using the following rubric: 
 
10-9     
These well-focused and persuasive essays address the prompt directly and in a convincing manner.  An essay scored a 10 demonstrates 
exceptional insight and language facility.  An essay scored an 9 or a 10 combines adherence to the topic with excellent organization, content, 
insight, facile use of language, mastery of mechanics, and an understanding of the essential components of an effective essay. Although not 
without flaws, these essays are richly detailed and stylistically resourceful, and they connect the observations to the passage, poem, or novel as 
a whole.  Descriptors that come to mind while reading this essay include: mastery, sophisticated, complex, specific, consistent, and well-
supported.  
8-7      
These highly competent essays comprehend the task set forth by the prompt and respond to it directly, although some of the analysis may be 
implicit rather than explicit.  The 8-7 essay is in many ways a thinner version of the 10-9 paper in terms of discussion and supporting details, but 
it is still impressive, cogent, and generally convincing.  It may also be less well-handled in terms of organization, insight, or vocabulary.  
Descriptors that come to mind while reading these essays include: demonstrates a clear understanding but is less precise and less well- 
supported than a 9-8 paper.  These essays demonstrate an adherence to the task, but deviate from course on occasion.  The mechanics are 
sound, but may contain a few errors which may distract but do not obscure meaning.  Although there may be a few minor misreadings, the 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/2/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/03/


inferences are for the most part accurate with no significant sustained misreadings. The analysis is somewhat more simplistic than found in a 8-
7 essay, and lacks sustained, mature analysis.  
6-5  
These essays may be overly simplistic in analysis, or rely almost exclusively on paraphrase rather than specific, textual examples.  These essays 
may provide a plausible reading, but the analysis is implicit rather than explicit.  These essays might provide a list of literary devices present in 
the literature, but make no effort to discuss the effect that these devices have on the poem, passage, or novel as a whole.  Descriptors that 
come to mind when reading include: superficial, vague, and mechanical.  The language is simplistic and the insight is limited or lacking in 
development.  
4-3  
These lower-half essays compound the problems found in the 5 essay.  They often demonstrate significant sustained misreadings, and provide 
little or no analysis.  They maintain the general idea of the writing assignment, show some sense of organization, but are weak in content, 
maturity of thought, language facility, and/or mechanics.  They may distort the topic or fail to deal adequately with one or more important 
aspects of the topic.  Essays that are particularly poorly written may be scored a 3.  Descriptors that come to mind while reading include: 
incomplete, oversimplified, meager, irrelevant, and insufficient. 
 

II. Summary Review of the Trimester (20 points): There will be a few questions from Othello, Love in the 
Time of Cholera, on writing college essays and resumes, and the short story. You don’t need to spend a 
lot of time studying. Review your exams from these units. There will be 10 total short answer discussion 
questions.  
 
III. In-class Reading (20 points): I will give you all one short story to read and annotate. There will be 10 
questions on the story. You will receive the story only on the exam day. It will be between 3,000-4,000 
words in length.   


